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Myron “Ron” Fortson is the vice president of Launch Operations for United Launch Alliance 
(ULA). In this role, he leads approximately 700 employees integrating and launching ULA’s 
launch vehicles from Cape Canaveral Space Force Station in Florida, and Vandenberg Space 
Force Base in California. Fortson previously served as director of Program Management & 
Integration, director of Operations Engineering and director of Mission Management. 

Prior to joining ULA, Fortson had a distinguished Air Force career, retiring as a
colonel in 2013 following 26 years of service. While serving in the military, Fortson held a 
variety of assignments in engineering, operations, acquisition and sta� units. He began as 
an intercontinental ballistic missile trajectory engineer at Strategic Air Command in Omaha 
in 1987. In 1991, Fortson served at the Space and Missile Systems Center (SMC) as a Space 
Test Program mission planner and spacecraft project engineer.

In 1996, he was assigned to the National Reconnaissance O�ice (NRO) as a deputy director 
of engineering for satellite operations and a spacecraft and launch program manager for a 
joint space-based radar program. Fortson moved to the Pentagon in 2001 as a satellite 
control network program element monitor on Headquarters Air Force sta�. Following this 
assignment, he returned to the SMC as the counterspace systems chief engineer and 
executive o�icer for the three-star commander. In 2005, Fortson served as the operation 
o�icer and commander of the 1st Space Launch Squadron for the Delta II launch system at 
Cape Canveral Air Force Station, Florida. He also served as deputy commander for the 45th 
Operations Group conducting range operations. Fortson held another short tour back at the 
NRO in 2009 on the director’s sta� before returning to SMC as the chief of Evolved 
Expendable Launch Vehicle (EELV) Engineering and Operations for Atlas V and Delta IV 
launch systems in 2010.

Fortson received his Bachelor of Science degree in astronautical engineering from the Air 
Force Academy in 1987 and a Master of Business Administration from Chapman University
in 1995.
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